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Welcome all of you online. Thank you for joining us today for being part of the
service and those in this room. We're grateful that you are here. This is your first
time. Welcome home. We've been praying for you, we've been thinking about you.
And we're so delighted that you have joined us this morning. We've been in the book
of Ruth for the last four weeks. And what an amazing journey this has been. Ruth and
Naomi and even oppa have gone through one level of pain to another, we've been
looking at how God is providing in our pain through the story of this one family.
They've gone from famine, to being refugees to being immigrants, they have seen
political and religious confusion and corruption in the time of the judges, they have
had to flee their home. They've had to say goodbye to their husbands and sons too
soon, all of a sudden tragedy strikes their home one degree of pain to the next. And
now they are amidst the lowest status in their community, the class of the widows,
and they're struggling to survive and to even have faith in the midst of great pain.
Your personal story, my personal story may be a little bit different than Ruth and
Naomi. But we can identify with the depths of their pain with grief, tragedy, and loss.
| don't cry often and Stacy wishes | did. | even wish | cried often. But | do remember
sobbing when my last grandparent passed away. And an uncle lost his life in a
tragedy that should not have happened.
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There's something about moments of pain where | know for me, it made me feel like
the last few standing pillars of my life came crumbling down, maybe you've had a
moment in your life where you felt that way, the pillars that held you up seems to be
crumbling, down, are familiar with pain, oftentimes what happens in our pain, so we
lose trust, it's so hard to keep trusting and to keep believing in moments of our pain,
especially to trust people that we associate with our pain. So if an employer or family
member of a spouse or a friend has betrayed you, you can remember how quickly
trust love the relationship. The deeper the pain, the more difficult it becomes to
regain and build back trust in your life. And it's very possible that if you're going
through a season pain, that you actually have a hard time trusting God, trusting God.
And don't feel bad about that. That's just a part of our human experience. As we go
through moments of pain, we actually have a hard time trusting God. We've been
there, I've been there. And it's not because we think that God actually inflicted the
pain. But somehow, for whatever reason, we still managed to hold God responsible



for our brokenness, responsible for the loss of a loved one responsible for our pain.
And if you've been there, this story, the book of Ruth is powerful for you. It's
personal to you. And it has a message to share with us. Those of us who are having a
hard time trusting God in our pain. There's two amazing qualities of God that the
book of Ruth reveals to us two essential qualities of who God is that invites us to
trust in Him through our pain, not just beyond that. But in the middle of it. Ruth
teaches us these two amazing characteristics of who God is. And the first one is
simply this. It's Providence, Providence. Now Providence sounds like a big, technical
theological word. But Providence is actually the combination of two Latin words, pro
in video videos or we get the word video. Pro means before or ahead. So Providence
is simply the word meaning to see ahead, to see ahead. So when we talk about God
being providential, or talking about the providence of God, what we're saying is a
God is able to see ahead to what you and | cannot see. He sees around the corner,
and he sees the distant future. And from the place of what he sees and where he is
he orchestrates the events of our life in a way that is loving and good and right. He is
doing things for our good and for His glory. God is incredibly providential. And we
see this all across the book of Ruth how God'’s providence is massively played out.
Ruth and Naomi are coming into Bethlehem and it just happened to be the beginning
of harvest. And there just happened to be a law in the land that said, if you're poor,
or have a widow, you can glean in the land of someone else. It's Providence at work.
And Ruth, as we looked at last week, just happen to be in the field of Boaz, and we
found is a possible kinsman redeemer for Naomi and Ruth, and Boaz just happened
to be A kind, generous, benevolent human being who looks at Ruth with such
kindness, grace and generosity. So Naomi thought that God's hand was turned
against her that if | got it afflicted all of these losses in her life, but now she’s
beginning to see actually, God's hand was in turned against me. God's hand has been
carrying me. God's hand has been moving Ruth and | into the right place at the right
time, according to the right law and to the right person. It's a story of Providence
story of Providence. | think about providence. Providence is God working
supernaturally, naturally, God, working supernaturally, naturally, | think about the
major motor movements of my life, including a year ago when we decided to come
to Ben tree and | have you had to hear the audible voice of God. | know you think
pastors always do, but we don’t, haven't seen a sign of the sky saying do this. So do
that. But what | have seen is God working supernaturally, naturally he weaves
together little moments, small decisions, conversations we didn't expect he
impresses something on your heart. Sometimes it is through dreams and visions, or,
or given words from others, but most often is through ordinary moments. That
doesn’'t make sense. Until in hindsight, you look back and you're amazed at how God
works supernaturally, naturally how God is a weaving the story of our life. So from a
horizontal perspective, things may seem daunting, chaotic, but from this vertical
perspective that God sees, was problematic may actually be providential.
providential, God working supernaturally, naturally. Now, you may hear that and say,
Well, that sounds good, but it still seems like a distant idea in my pain is hard to
wrestle with that. It seems powerful. Providence seems powerful, but doesn’t really
seem that personal, it still seems distant, and | have a hard time in my pain, trusting
even the providence of God and I'm with you there too.
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That's why Providence is only the first half of the equation to trust in God, there is a



second part, Providence is only the first half of this invitation from Ruth to trust God.
And there is a second part that is personal and powerful. I'm going to give you the
second part at the end of my message, center, listen in, as we make our way through
Ruth, chapter three. Now to understand Ruth chapter three, you got to understand
this law. Actually backtrack a little bit last week, Pastor Steve did an amazing job
massively opening up chapter two of Ruth and here in chapter two in two, Ruth has
found herself in bow as his field begins to glean during the harvest. But Chapter Two
still ends with a lingering disappointment with a letdown. Notice the end of chapter
two and how the scene of chapter two closes in roof two. chapter two verse 23, says
roots stay close to boy as his female servants and gathered grain unto the barley
and the wheat harvest were finished, that would have been about seven weeks. And
she lived with her mother in law, she lived with her mother in law, there was two
things that Naomi and Ruth needed coming out of a famine, they needed food. And
the Heartless a seven week harvest has provided food for Ruth and Naomi. But the
second thing that Ruth and Naomi needed was lineage, lineage, they needed food
and God has provided but now they still need lineage because all of the men in their
family have died. And food is a short term temporary fix to the famine, but they need
a long term sense of security, and that's still lacking. So Narrator ends Chapter Two
with highlighting that Ruth is still living with Naomi, her mother in law still without a
husband. But then in chapter three, Naomi has a crazy idea. Before we jump into
chapter three, there is an ancient Hebrew law that we must understand to then
understand, Ruth chapter three, and it's the law of the kinsman redeemer, the law of
the kinsmen or in other words, family, Redeemer, and ancient times if you were
struggling to maintain your land, your property and by the way, your land and
property meant everything. It was a sign of covenant, it was a sign of provision. It
was how you carried on your lineage, your family name from one generation to the
next. Land meant everything but if you didn't have a husband or a son who could
provide for you and give you security, you could easily lose your inheritance your
land, it could be given over taken over either by the creditors, and you would lose
the very last ounce of hope and security you've had but if there is a wealthy male
relative in your A family, he could decide to purchase the land on your behalf. He
could be your deliverer, your Redeemer, your rescuer, he could buy the land, pay the
debt off. And you could live the rest of your life and the proceeds of that land, both
in the sale the purchase of the land and the ongoing results, the harvest of the land
that it would produce. This is a big deal and Ruth and Naomi need a kinsman
redeemer. So with that law in mind, let's jump to Ruth chapter three and it begins
like this. Ruth three verse one, Ruth mother in law, Naomi said to her, my daughter,
shouldn't | find rest for you, so that you will be taken care of. This is Naomi's way of
saying, honey, your seven week short term job is coming to an end. We need to find
rest meaning we need to find you a husband so that you can live in the home of a
husband, he can take care of you for the rest of your life. This is mother in law turned
into matchmaker. And here is Naomi having a brilliant idea and saying, What about
Boaz so that you'll be taken care of now isn’'t Boaz our relative to this man that
you've been seeing for the last seven weeks working coming home and coming to
work? Isn’t he are relative Haven't you been working with his female servants? Other
log turned to the matchmaker if you've seen Fiddler on the Roof, this is when you
can sing Matchmaker, matchmaker make me a match Find me a find and catch me
up. Cats. There's a few years yeah, maybe my 30s But | still appreciate some Fiddler
on the Roof man.
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Naomi wants to set up roof and here’'s how she’s gonna do it. This evening. She's
wasting no time this evening will be the winnowing barley on threshing floor this
evening. He will be winnowing barley on the threshing floor. So wash, put on
perfumed oil, wear your best clothes, get off, get out of these work clothes, put your



